
Marclh 26, 1960 

Dear Dr. Bronkr 

As Chairman af the htlonal Saienae Board, I feel I owe you a copy of 
the encloared letter to Dr. Waterman, and the more 80 as wo aommunibaate also 
in other aapacitfes, Olga the IUS Space Scienae Beard. I hope you will under- 
stand my rea8onu for deferring additional rmponsibilities, and not fn thin@ 
too harshly of me for this. 

Xn aonnection with the HSF, may f take advantage of the opportunity to ask ' 
whether the Board has organized particular ~uboommlttees, and especially who 
would have special aognisanae of problem8 of documentation? f am V(~FJ muah 
dist@rbti at the situation we are getting into, the indigeatibflity of the 
soientlfia literature, which can frustrate a lot of tbo omtive effort we 
try to apply. I think the Irmggostlon embodied in the enclosed paper is an 
especially ingenious one, and ought to be the mo8t fruitful (partial) eolution 
that aould be dwi8ed for a limited amount of money+ It is especially apt as 
it would require very little stilled manpower. It has been some time since . 
Garfield put this out (If you don't reaall his name $e la also the publisher 
of Current Contents), but I gather he ha8 had something leas than enthusiastic -' 
enaouragement from the 8weral mernment agencies he ha8 discussecl this with. 
The problem i8 too urgent for a po8sible solution to be delayed or diverted by 
procedural technicalities, and I am hoping that 8ome fairly high-lwel insight 
and authority might help to cut the Qordian knot. xf there is some parti- 

aular member or euboommittee of the Bxard who fa has particular resPnSibilitY 
,fo~ pestions of documsntatlon and Information I would a~pw?iate your roferrhs 
me thereto. l 

Yours sinaerely , 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Gsnetfcs 

P.S. He have been very gratified to hear 
that report8 of your reoent indIsposition 
aan be belied. 


